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Theme 

"In the same city, under the same sky... response to the 

reluctance shown towards immigrants and the tragedies that 

befall them on their way to Europe. All of the films focus on the 

authentic experiences of women seeking a home and a life away 

from war, terrorism, poverty, sexual oppression and violence. I 

filmed seven stories in Nantes courtesy of the organization 

Médecins du Monde. I spent several nights (from 9.30 p.m. to 4 

a.m.) with its staff members, riding in a car from one group of 

women to another. I watched them hand out tea, coffee, 

contraceptives, and provide medical advice. I tried to talk to the 

women through the MdM staff members, explaining the idea of 

the project. While several agreed to share their life stories, most 

refused or expected money in return. The stories that made it 

into the project were recorded at the Médecins du Monde office 

in Nantes, as told by M from Cameroon, aged 40, on 11 

February 2015; E from Ecuador, aged 39, on 13 February 2015; 

V from Nigeria, aged 28, on 17 February 2015; T from Romania, 

aged 27, on 18 February 2015; and G from Nigeria, aged 27, on 

3 March 2015. The testimonies of two Roma women were 

recorded in their trailers in one of the three Roma camps in 

Saint-Herblain: L, aged 45, on 27 February 2015; and A, aged 

18, on 9 March 2015." Anna Konik  

 

"Borders – constructed and reinforced by nationality, race, and 

language – create barriers to belonging, meaning and empathy and 

call into being the Other – the refugee, the migrant, the illegal, the 

unwanted. In Konik’s monumental work, thirty-five women in 

Stockholm, Nantes, Istanbul, Bucharest, and Bialystok recount the 

life stories of thirty-five women from Afghanistan, Burma, Cameroon, 

the Congo, Chechnya, Ecuador, Ingushetia, Iraq, Kurdistan, Nigeria, 

Palestine, Romania, Somalia, Syria, and Turkey who have fled war, 

discrimination, or poverty to forge a new life. The voices and images in 

the videos confront us with critical questions: “Who counts as 

human? Whose lives count as lives? What makes a grievable life?” 

(Judith Butler, Precarious Life, 2004). Konik’s art probes the borders 

that separate individual lives."  

Judy Fudge, In the same city, under the same sky, Anna Konik 

Anna KONIK makes video installations, and her practice combines 

video semi-documentary, installation, performance, and sculpture. 

The material of her works is that which is invisible, transparent but 

perceptible; emotions, indefinable intuitions, the inner world 

accessible in dreams or in introspections. Her protagonists are people 

existing at the fringes of reality. As far as form is concerned, space 

plays an important role in her works and it is consciously constructed 

to organically coexist with video projections. 

In 2009 she was invited as Rudolf Arnheim Associate Professor in the 

Art History Department, Humboldt University in Berlin and in 2008-

2009 she ran lectures on new media at the International Summer 

Academy in Salzburg. She was nominated for the Views 2009 — the 

Deutsche Bank Foundation Award, Zacheta National Gallery of Art, 

Warsaw and for the Polityka Passport Cultural Award, Warsaw. In the 

year 2010/2011 she held video guest lectures at the Department of 

Fashion Design at the Faculty of Fine Arts in Warsaw. In 2012 Anna 

Konik received a Ph.D. in Fine Arts at the Department of Media & 

Scenography, Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw. During summer term 

2012 and 2013 she ran a video seminar at the Department of 

Linguistics and Literature, Bielefeld University. She has been a guest 

lecturer in 2015/2016 at Intermedia Department, University of Art in 

Poznan, Poland. 

 Her work has been shown in numerous Polish and European 

galleries. Konik’s works are in private and corporate art collections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


