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Theme
Antonia Grunenberg studied sociology, philosophy as well as
languages and German literature in Tübingen, Frankfurt am
Main and in Berlin. In 1975, she obtained her PhD in philosophy
from the Free University of Berlin and in 1986, she received her
accreditation in political sciences from the Technical University
of Aix-la-Chapelle (Rhine-Westphalia).

‘Walter Benjamin, philosopher and German literary
critic (1898-1940) loved French literature and had a
great interest in French political events. His essays on
French literature, as well as his critics on novelty
French literature in German papers, reflect a deep

From 1998 to 2009 she has been teaching at the Carl von

connection with France. As a Jew and German, and

Ossietzky University of Oldenburg as a professor in Political

concurrently a ‘man of literature’ within the French

Science (Political Theory).

culture, he was one of the first European philosophers

In 1999 she founded the "Hannah Arendt Center" at the

in the era of racist nationalism.

University of Oldenburg. She is co-founder and board member of

The presentation will mainly discuss the ‘French life’ of

the Hannah Arendt award for political thought (Hannah Arendt-

Walter Benjamin.’

Preis für politisches Denken) and member of the scientific board
of the foundation "House of German History".
Antonia Grunenberg
Her research focuses on political theory. She has done extended
studies on the various concepts of democracy, and on the
political thought of the philosopher Hannah Arendt. She has
widely published in both fields.

