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Theme of the conference 
 

« Why do the past have on us that influence which invites us to 

follow its example? 

 

One has to consider the particular link that some cultures have 

with history, a link that encourages them to follow the "tradition" 

rather than break up with it. Included with these, the Anglo-Saxon 

common law claims highly its more than a millenial character and 

its assumed longevity takes shape in a specific realization of 

culture which is Law. 

 

The medieval conception made the past the source of all legitimacy 

in the closed world of Christendom. With the Renaissance begins a 

process of opening to the world accompanied by tradition to 

continue for the momentum that has never stopped. The discovery 

of America and the need to deal with the Indians have raised 

controversies where "civilization" appeals to "nations" and "tribes" 

to recognize and to subordinate them; in the same way, sciences 

such as anthropology will be subordinate to the goals of Law, for 

they might have thwart them. 

We will nevertheless have anthropological approach on that 

authority of the past considered as a representation open to 

analysis and interpretation.» 

 

Louis Assier-Andrieu 


